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CSS stands for ”Cascading Style Sheets”, these allow you to specify the look and feel of your 
website. It also helps with consistency. Style sheets have actually been around for years, they are 
technical specifications for a layout, whether print or online. Print designers use style sheets to 
ensure that designs are printed exactly to specifications. “Cascading” is the special part. A web style 
sheet is intended to “cascade” through a series of style sheets, like a river or waterfall. 

1) CSS

Go to www.csszengarden.com

On the right of the page you will see a navigation list. Notice that when you click on 
options on the list, you get the same website but it looks completely different. This is 
because different style sheets are being used.

Have a look at the following HTML:

<h1> Title of your page </h1>

This would be the title of your webpage. By typing this, you are letting the computer know that you 
want the text displayed as a header, in size 1. You can this this for each of the pages for the title and 
each time the computer will format it as a “h1”. 

In the Cascading style sheet, you can specify that you want your title to be orange on every page. 
This can be achieved by using the following code that tells the computer every time it sees a H1 
being used, the text should be orange:

       h1
       {
       color:orange;
       }

2) Testing and editing

Go to www.w3schools.com/css/tryit.asp?filename=trycss_default

Here is a webpage set up on the right and the CSS on the left, as you edit the sandbox  
environment in the box on the left, it will update the image on the right to see what the 
code translates to visually. Edit the left sheet and click on “Edit and click me” to see your 
changes.
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On w3Schools, you can do a variety of things to the image produced on the right. For instance you 
could change the colour of the text, as done previously. To see a specific list of colours, go back onto 
w3schools on http://www.w3schools.com/cssref/css_colors.asp. Remember to put a # before the 
colour code instead of “orange” or “blue”.

You could also change the font size e.g. font-size:70px. The “px” part of the instruction is 
the type of measurement you are using, like cm for centimeters. You can change this number to 
larger or smaller numbers to achieve the desired size. In addition to font size, you could also change 
the actual font. Using “font-family:”Calibri”” will change the font you are using to 
“calibri”.

3) Lists

Try adding a list to the page you are editing on w3schools. First add the content of the 
list using HTML in the following format:

<ul>
<li> First item </li>
<li> Second item </li>
<li> Third item </li>
</ul>

Now you can edit the “ul” in the style sheet using the following format:

ul {
list-style-type: square;
color: red;
}

http://www.w3schools.com/cssref/css_colors.asp
http://www.w3schools.com/cssref/css_colors.asp
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4) Nvu

Create a new HTML page on Nvu, in a new folder and open it as a site (for the 
publishing server select the folder you created the file in). Inside the page, recreate the 
following image using the knowledge you have gained about Nvu in the previous 
workbook.

Here are some helpful hints:
• Use the bullet tool (outline tool) to create bullet points.
• Use format style menu to create the heading (Heading 1).
• For your address at the bottom use the “address” style.
• To create links, highlight the text and click on the “Link” icon.

Open the CSS editor and deselect “Expert Mode”. At the moment the style sheet is contained within 
the one page. You want it to be applied to every page. 
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5) CSS editor

Do the following in Nvu:
• In “Sheets and rules” window to the left, select “Internal Stylesheet”.
• Click in the “Export stylesheet and switch to exported version” button.
• Name your external stylesheet (default is style.css). Save it in the same directory 

as your .html file.
• Load your .html file in your browser and the file should appear as before.
• Click on “Rule” and create a style rule for all elements matching the following 

selector “body”.
• For the font, select a custom font and add a custom colour.
• For the box, select padding left 11em.
• For the background colour, choose a colour.

Next, find the code that looks like below:

<link rel=”stylesheet” href=file:///C:/.../website/mystyle 
type=”text/css”>

Change it so it looks like the following instead:

<link rel=”stylesheet” href=”mystyle.css” type=”text/css”>

Go back to the CSS editor and add a new rule for “h1”, so all headers will appear the same. Change 
these properties to suit your desired appearance.

Another feature to add to your webpage would be to incorporate “hovering”. When the mouse 
hovers over a link. This effect can be easily altered using CSS. 

6) Mouse Hover

Create a style rule for all elements of type “a.hover” and set the style for when the 
mouse is over the item:

• border: four sides the same, ridge, 2pt.
• text: bold.
• background: yellow.

Now have a look at how different the link looks when it is hovered over by the mouse.
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Save your files and close Nvu, navigate to where you have saved your style file and open it on a text 
editor on your computer.  You can copy and paste in some of the changes you made earlier on the 
w3Schools editor and paste it into your style file and save it if you wish. When you open Nvu you 
should see that your pages have been updated to match the style sheet you just saved.

For the address, following the activity below in Nvu:

7) Address

Create a style rule for all elements “address”
For the box, select margin top = 1em and padding top = 1em.

For the border, uncheck “all four sides use same border” and top border style: “dotted” 
and top border width “1px”.

You can create a navigation bar which stays fixed as you or a user scrolls down the page on a web 
browser . You only want to apply it to your list so seek the “ul” command and give it an “ID” so that it 
looks like this:

<ul id=”menu”>

8) Navigation Bar

Create a style rule called #menu. Set the following properties (select any colour you 
wish). In box (customise the borders to appear how you want):
 position = fixed
 width = 8am
 top-margin = -2.5em
 offset = 50%
 right = 0pt

This can be tested, to do so add text to your document so that it is should be bigger than what 
would fit on a screen comfortably. An easy way to do this is simply to copy a body of text and paste 
it several times. If you view your document in a browser and scroll down, you will notice that your 
navigation bar remains fixed. You can test this further by going into the css editor and changing the 
navbar position to “absolute” - your navigation bar should now move with the screen.



6

Web Design in Nvu

9) External style sheets

You can also use external style sheets, try adding the following link to the webpage:
<link rel=”stylesheet” href=”http://www.w3.org/style/map.css”>

Then at the top of the page create your “funky” menu:
<div class=”map”>
<p id=”p1”><a href=”http://www.cssbasics.com/”>CSS Basics</a>
<p id=”p2”><a href=”http://ecbethel.com/elearning/Nvututorial/
index.html”>NVU Tutorial</a>
<p id=”p3”><a href=”http://w3schools.com/default.asp”>w3schools</
a>
<p id=”p4”><a href=”http://csszengarden.com/”>Zen Garden</a>
<p id=”p10”><a href=”http://htmldog.com/guides/cssbeginner/”>CSS 
Beginners Tutorial</a>
<p id=”p6”><a href=”http://freecsstemplates.org/”>Free Style 
Sheets</a>
<p id=”p9”><a href=”http://refernce.sitepoint.com/css”>CSS 
Reference</a>
<p id=”p8”><a href=”http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator/”>CSS 
Validator</a>
</div>

10) Center Panel

Have a look at your source code again. Can you see where the <body> command starts 
and </body> ends? After body, put in a <div> command “<div id=”main”>” and 
before the end put </div>. This means that inside the body you are going to put another 
command, which you’re going to set the look of. Create a style called “#main” and set its 
width to 40cm and put a border around it. Don’t forget to change the background 
colour.
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